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DESERET SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


THE semi-annual meeting of the Deseret Sunday School Union, convened 

in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, April 3, 1892. Present on the 
stand were President Joseph F. Smith, General Superintendent George Q. 
Cannon, Assistant General Superintendents George Goddard and John 
Morgan, all the members of the Deseret Sunday School Union Board, and 
many of the Stake superintendents. 

The vast assembly was called to order by Assistant General Superin- 
tendent George Goddard, and the Juvenile Choir of Sunday School 
children, numbering one thousand, sang: 

My Country, tis of Thee. 

Prayer was offered by Elder William Fotheringam, superintendent of 

the Beaver Stake. 
Praise God in His holiness 

was rendered by the Juvenile Choir. 

ASSISTANT GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT GEORGE GODDARD 
said it would be a source of gratification if all Sunday School workers in 
the immense congregation would rise on their feet, whereupon about six 
thousand Saints arose. The roll of Stakes was called by the general 
secretary, showing representatives from all excepting Malad, Idaho; 
Snow-flake, Arizona; San Juan, Utah; San Luis; Colorado. 

Continuing, Superintendent Goddard said: Nineteen years ago the 
first Sunday School statistical report showed 163 schools, 1400 teachers. 
To-day we will see from the statistical report an increase in each year of 
about twenty schools, three hundred and seventy-eight teachers, and two 
thousand five hundred pupils. 

The Sunday School institution 0 now in its number more than 
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one-fourth of the Latter-day Saints—it is the largest organization in Zion. 
The speaker felt to glorify God for this great and grand movement and 
the wonderful prosperity which has attended the labors of the General 
Superintendency and Deseret Sunday School Union Board. 
GENERAL TREASURER GEORGE REYNOLDS 

said that last fall a call was made upon all Sunday School teachers, super- 
intendents and pupils, for a nickel donation from all Sunday School 
workers, the result of which has brought in about $2000. Also, last 
October, a grand concert was given by the Sunday School Union, which 
netted to the Union cause nearly $750. 

This means has been expended in the publishing of one thousand Book 
of Mormon charts and twenty thousand sets of small cards, fac simile 
Book of Mormon charts, similar to those of Bible charts and cards. These 
charts illustrate the Life of Nephi from the time he left Jerusalem. (Here 
Brother Reynolds showed one of the Book of Mormon charts to the 
audience.) 

As the Sunday Schools have so generously responded to the nickel dona- 
tion call, the Deseret Sunday School Board decided to give gratuitously 
to each Sunday School in the Church one Book of Mormon chart, also 
twenty-five sets of the small cards. If schools desire more than one chart 
it is hoped the superintendents will purchase enough to supply the 
primary classes, and it is also hoped that parents will purchase for oneal 
families one or more Book of Mormon charts. 

These charts cost the Union more than three dollars each ; but in . 
to get them before the people, the Union Board has decided to sell them for 
two dollars each. This is but the first of a series of charts to be published 
on the Book of Mormon and History of the Prophet Joseph Smith. The 
leaflets which were out of print are now re- published, and can be obtained 
by writing the Juvenile Instructor. These leafiets are found to be one of 
the best means ever adopted for the education of the youth; 80 important 
are they that the Church Board of Education have adopted them in the 
theological classes. 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT JOHN MORGAN | 
spoke upon the important movement inaugurated last fall in regard to 
sending out Sunday School missionaries through the various Stakes of 
Zion. The Sunday School work has attained such magnitude that the 
General Superintendency and members of the Union board find it im- 
possible to visit all the ward schools, and hence, last fall, about fifty of the 
leading, active and zealous Sunday School workers were called upon to go 
through the various Stakes, visiting every Sunday School and also endeav- 
oring to arouse an interest among the Saints in the Sunday School cause. 
These brethren were requested to furnish a written report to the Union 
board. This they have done. It is a matter of regret that notwithstand- 
ing all that has been done, there is probably twenty-five per cent. of the 
Latter-day Saints’ children who are not now attendants at Sunday School 
—in some places a still greater percentage perhaps fail to attend. 

This movement of the Sunday School missionary work has been decided 
by the Union board to be made a yearly labor, and each Stake super- 
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intendent in Zion is expected to furnish yearly names of zealous Sunday 
School workers, and forward their names to the general secretary in time 
for the brethren to be prepared and set apart at the October conference 
of each year for their various Stakes. 

The nickel donation has also been decided by the Union board to be a 
permanent yearly move, and the collection should be made on the first 
Sunday in September of each year. Each ward organization should im- 
mediately after that date forward the same to the Stake superintendent, 
who will forward it to the general treasurer, George Reynolds. All officers, 
teachers and pupils are expected to donate at least one nickel, and any 
who feel so disposed had the privilege of donating larger amounts. 

By being prompt in these important matters and in the getting out of 
correct and complete statistical reports, keeping careful records, especially 
of the number of children from six to eighteen years of age, and forward- 
ing promptly all information, means, reports, etc., to the general officers, 
512 and 513 Constitution Building, Salt Lake City, they will greatly aid in 
accomplishing the great object in view, viz.: the education of the youth of 
Zion in the principles of true religion. 

We have a complete statistical report for 1891, with the exception of one 
Stake. We have reports from all the islands and from the European 
Mission, and desire them each year hereafter. 

The Juvenile Choir sang: 

The God of the Nations. 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT GEORGE GODDARD 

said that from the missionary reports received from those who visited the 
various Stakes many good suggestions are made. In some schools, teachers 

are lacking. Where this is the case, the superintendent should consult 
with his Bishop, and have active Sunday School workers selected for the 
head of this work in each ward. The Bishops are very kind in assisting 
the brethren in this important work. There should be a monthly teachers’ 
meeting at the close of the school, in which all matters for the improve- 
ment of the school should be discussed. 

Brother Goddard said a matter referred to by Brother Morgan is very 
important—the vast number of children who absent themselves from Sun- 
day Schools. The Union board have adopted a remedy for this—they 
have published the “Visiting Book,” in which every eligible Sunday 
School child in the ward should be recorded. Visitors should be appointed 
for certain districts, to labor in securing the attendance of absentees; and 
in this way we may get nearly every child into the Sabbath Schools. 
Where these books have been tried, there has been, in one instance, an 
increase of fifty per cent. 

The speaker exhorted all parents and lovers of truth to assist in 
— this great work. 

APOSTLE F. M. LYMAN 
was very deeply interested in the great Sunday School cause. From the 
report, he thought there were many who did not attend Sunday Schools 
as they should do. | 

It is expected that Sunday School workers will be living examples of 
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what they teach—they should teach by precept and by example. Especi- 
ally should this be the case in the important principles of the Word of 
Wisdom and the administration of the Sacrament. The Word of Wisdom 
should be emphasized in all Sunday School gatherings. Example is the 
very best and strongest mode of teaching the Word of Wisdom. If it is 
possible in the wards to find those who strictly adhere to this principle, 
they should be selected as superintendents and teachers. The children, 
seeing their superiors in schools teach what they live up to, are apt to 
follow their example, and become great and good men and women. 

The Sacrament is also a very sacred and important ordinance which 
should be administered every Sabbath without exception. The speaker 
admonished the Saints to see to it that this be not neglected. The Bishops 
of the wards are the ones to see that this is attended to every Sabbath. 

The speaker said he wished to emphasize the importance of teaching by 
example the Word of Wisdom and the administration of the Sacrament 
in our Sabbath Schools every Sunday. There is no more sacred ordinance, 
even in the Temples, than that of the Sacrament. Parents should en- 
courage their children to be prompt in attending the Sabbath School and 
uphold the hands of the superintendents and — 

GENERAL AUTHORITIES. 

The general authorities of the Sunday School cause were presented by 
the general secretary, as follows: President George Q. Cannon, general 
superintendent ; George Goddard, first assistant; John Morgan, second; 
general officers Sunday School Union Board—George Q. Cannon, George 
Goddard, John Morgan, George Reynolds, Abraham H. Cannon, Thomas 
C. Griggs, Joseph W. Summerhays, Levi W. Richards, Francis M. Lyman 
and Heber J. Grant; George — general treasurer; John M. 
Whitaker, general secretary. 

All were unanimously sustained. 

The secretary then read the totals from the — „ School! 
Union statistical report for 1891. 

APOSTLE H. J. GRANT 

was gratified to meet such a vast audience of Sabbath School workers. It 
reminded him of an article which appeared some years ago in the Worth 
American Review written by a gentleman who had for about thirty or forty 
years been connected with Sunday School work in New York; and this 
gentleman gave the statement that one thousand or fifteen hundred high- 
toned church members on Fifth Avenue could not muster one hundred 
Sabbath School children. The Scriptures tell us that “by their fruits 
shall ye be known” and the presence here to-night, as also the vast num- 
ber of children in these valleys, spoke of the virtue of the Latter-day 
Saints. The speaker said the greatest crime a human being could commit 
was sinning against their own flesh and blood, drying up the fountains of 
life, failing to fulfil the commandments of God in multiplying and replen- 
ishing the earth. He was thankful for the showing made by the Latter- 
day Saints in this direction, that they recognize and prove by their labors 

that they are willing to keep the commandments of God. The speaker 
rejoiced in the glorious work being accomplished by the Sabbath Schools, 
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and invoked the blessings of heaven upon all efforts made to advance 
the youth of Zion and assist in redeeming the souls of men. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 

then addressed the congregation. He bore a strong aste to the good 
work done by the Sunday Schools and said he heartily supported every — 
movement for the advancement of the great cause of the Union. 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT GEORGE GODDARD 
then said: I am going to offer up a prayer—I would like response from 
the whole congregation ; God bless the boys and girls that constitute this 
Juvenile Choir, with Brother Stephens as their leader. All who feel to 
back up that prayer, say Amen; —and then the vast hall echoed the 
hearty response from the congregation— Amen.” 

The juvenile choir rendered : 
The Pilgrims’ Chorus. 


Benediction by Apostle Abraham H. Cannon. 
Jno. M. WurrakKER, General 


YOUNG MAN, TAKE HEED. 


You, young man, who have not yet been placed in the way of temptation 
to drink will yet be confronted by it. Associates will urge you to swallow 
the stuff that “steals men’s brains.” A robbery of that kind includes 
everything associated with manhood. When the occasion comes, what 
will youdo? If you have sense enough to understand the danger involved 
in taking the first step and are a manly young man, you will say “No. 
None of that stuff for me, thank you.” You may be jeered by companions, 
who urge you to drink. They may call you a “ninny” for refraining, 
but your resolute position gives the lie to the aspersion. It shows you to 
be the possessor of moral courage. Even they will learn to respect you 
the more for your exemplary and consistent conduct. If, however, you 
are cowardly enough to be afraid of their jeers and insinuations, and yield 
to the tempter, you take the first step that leads to ruin, which must 
necessarily result if this beginning be followed up. Then you will have a 
muddled head and a surly spirit. You feel you have done wrong, yet you 
will try to apologize within yourself for your course. You will probably 
keep on apologizing as you progress toward the ditch of complete de- 
moralization, unless you take a sharp turn and make up your mind, and 
keep it there, to go not one step further on the path of the drunkard. 

Do not deceive yourself with the idea that you can take strong drink or 
let it alone, at your will. This is not true. The appetite grows with what 
it feeds upon, until it reaches a point.when the will becomes subservient 
to it and you are lost, including all that the word implies, being no longer 
a man, because incapable of taking care of yourself. 

‘ Young man, you who are tempted to thoughtlessly yield to the demon 
of drink, you owe to your parents who love you, a sober and exemplary 
life, and none but an unnatural and selfish son would deliberately take a 
course that would cause those who were the instruments of bringing him 
into existence indescribable anguish when he had the power to avoid it. 
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Their hopes have been fondly centered in you; then why should you 
wantonly and cruelly blast them, when you could be a constant joy to 
them by simply acting a manly part? You owe to your brothers and 
sisters, if you have such relations, the example of a blameless and useful 
life. This is a debt you also owe as a citizen to society at large. 

The thoughtless and senseless saying, too often used in relation to a man 
who drinks—“ He is only his own enemy,” is an absurdity on its face. A 
drinking man is an enemy to his own household, which he robs of the 
peace, contentment and too often the sustenance, which properly belongs 
to it. He is an enemy to the community in which he lives, because he in- 
creases the sum of evil by his bad example, which others are induced to 
follow by the object lessen he constantly furnishes. 

The drinking man has no dignity; he has no real happiness; he is in- 
capable of being a real success in any noble pursuit; he inspires people 
with distrust, because he cannot be relied upon. There is no inducement, 
from any standpoint, for a young man to take a course so destructive. 
The only safe way to avoid it is to refrain entirely from the use of in- 
toxicants.— Deseret News. | 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Serious floods are reported in the vicinity of Chicago. 

Eleven men, excursionists, were recently drowned in the river Ill, at Strasburg, through 
the upsetting of a boat. 

A French convoy in . recently fell into a Chinese ambuscade, and twelve of the 
Frenchmen were killed and seventeen wounded. 

Notwithstanding the great efforts put forth by the temperance party in 8 
during the recent elections, they accomplished nothing. 

More than a fourth of the gold and more than a third of the silver produced eel 
out the world, in the year 1891, was mined in the United States. 

Ravachol, the Anarchist murderer, was executed at Montbrisan on June 11; his cal- 
lousness was such that he sang and danced in front of the guillotine. | 

Rioting was indulged in at Liverpool, caused by the celebration of the anniversary of 
the Battle of the Boyne ; a number of persons were more or less injured. 

A fire broke out at Christiansand, Norway, on the afternoon of July 8, and was not 
subdued until the next morning. Nearly one half of the city was destroyed. 
Laird Bros., of Birkenhead, will have a very interesting exhibit in the World's Fair in 
Chicago, showing the progress in shipbuilding from the earliest times to the present. 

A cyclone passed over Chickasaw County, Iowa, on the night of June 23; one man 
was killed and thirteen injured. The eastern part of the state is flooded with water. 

A ship canal, connecting the great lakes with the Mississippi river, is begun. It will, 
a completed, furnish uninterrupted water * from New Orleans to the great 

es. 


Benjamin Blagrove fell dead in Oxford on July 6, and the next day a similar fatality 
befell a man named Ellison, in Sheffield. Political excitement was the cause in both 
Cases. 


An encounter between the union and non-union men working at the San Francisco 
mine, Idaho, U.S.A., July 11, resulted in the killing of four men and the blowing — 
the mine. 
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The transatlantic steamer Marechal Canrobert was sunk in collision with the ironclad 
Hoche, of the Mediterranean squadron, off Marseilles, on July 7. Two men and three 
children were lost. 

Mount Etna was in a state of eruption for about um Wee dn 2 ‘pouring forth a 
considerable quantity of lava and ashes ; several shocks of earthquake were felt in the 
surrounding country. 

On June 28, five little boys who went out in a boat on the river Rhone, France, lost all 
control of it in consequence of the rapidity of the stream. They sought to gain the bank 
by swimming, but were all drowned in the attempt. 

The Sultan of Morocco recently ordered the deputy governor of Fez to be put in chains 
and imprisoned for a year, while the governor had to pay an indemnity of ten thousand 
dollars. Their offence was an attempt to intimidate the British minister at that place. 
Two-thirds of the city of St. John’s, the capital of Newfoundland, was destroyed by 
fire, July 9. The loss is estimated at not less than from three to four millions sterling, 
and thousands of persons are rendered homeless. Great exertions are being made, 
especially in Canada, to relieve the sufferers. 

In 1890, Utah had 2524 artesian, or flowing wells, 3 usually afford excellent water 
for domestic purposes. The well consists of a pipe from 14 to 4 inches in diameter, forced 
down to the water-bearing strata, a distance of 100 to 150 feet. The lower end of the 
pipe is perforated for the purpose of admitting the water. 

According to the census of 1890, the assessed value of all property in the United States, 

excluding that of railroad, was $24,651,585,465, or nearly twenty-five billions of dollars. 
Allowing the usual difference between assessed and true valuation, the absolute wealth 
of the country is put at sixty-two billions of dollars, or over $1,000 per capita. _ 
A A terrible gunpower explosion occurred at the Giant Powder Works, near Berkeley, 
California, on July 9, killing five persons, three of whom were Chinese. The works 
were destroyed, and in San Francisco, twelve miles distant, many buildings were 
wrecked, and it is feared that the magnificent Palace Hotel will collapse. The shock 
was distinctly felt at Sacramento, eighty miles from the works. 

Serious labor riots have occurred in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in connection with a lock - 
out at Carnegie’s iron and steel works. A number of Pinkerton’s detectives, who were 
sent for by the masters to protect the workmen employed in place of the strikers, were 
attacked by the latter on June 9, and a fierce fight ensued. The detectives finally sur- 
rendered under a promise of safety, but were afterwards brutally attacked by the mob. 
The number killed on both sides is said to be eleven, and thirty-nine were wounded. The 
governor of the state has ordered 8000 men of the National Guard to assist the local 
authorities in the suppression of the riot. 

The people of the United States appear to be putting forth every effort to make the 
coming World’s Fair in Chicago the greatest of the kind ever known. Immense buildings 
are being constructed, chief of which is that designed for the exhibition of manufactures. 
It will cover thirty acres of ground, and it is said that it will be the largest building ever 
constructed by man. The roof will be supported by twenty seven iron trusses, each 
weighing more than 200,000 lbs., with a span of 380 feet. It took just five car loads of 
nails to fasten down the floor. ‘Three hundred thousand people could be seated on the 
floor and in the galleries. The Coliseum at Rome with all its galleries could only seat 
87,000 people. Four Coliseums could be put on that floor, and two pyramids as big as 
Cheops would sit upon it side by side and leave room for the Capitol at Washington. 
The building is about a third of a mile long, and each of its four sides has an entrance 
‘the size of a ten story office building, and these are said to look small, being dwarfed by 
their surroundings. A large part of the roofs of all the Exposition buildings is of glass, 
and a railway train over half a mile long would be required to haul the glass. The 
amount of timber used in the buildings will be enormous. There will be enough lumber 
to make a board walk two feet wide from London to San Francisco. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JULY 18, 1892. 


FAITH AND WORKS. 


One of the Articles of Faith” of the Latter-day Saints is, We believe 
that through the atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by 
obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel.” This doctrine is 
extremely unpopular with many religionists, who maintain that works are 
non-essential in the Gospel plan of salvation, and that nothing is required 
of us, whatever, but a simple belief in Jesus. As the word of the Lord 
should be the final criterion in all matters of religious differences, let us 
seek by the light of the sacred Scriptures to establish the truth in this 
important question. 

Jesus certainly taught that belief in Him is essential to salvation, as the 
following Scriptures plainly show: “Verily, Verily, I say unto you, he 
that believeth on me hath everlasting life” (John vi: 47). “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John iii: 16). 
His disciples taught the same, as witness the reply of Paul and Silas to 
the jailor who asked them what he should do to be saved: Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts xvi: 31). We quote 
these particular passages of Scripture as they are those mainly relied 
upon to prove that belief is sufficient to secure salvation. Taken alone, 
they may appear to some persons to sustain that view, but a brief refer- 
ence to other teachings of the Savior and His Apostles, and a due regard 
to the whole doctrine of the Gospel, will not only prove that this infer- 
ence is entirely unfounded, but show beyond a doubt the true meaning 
of the texts we have quoted, and of all others similar to them. The taking 
of certain parts of the Scriptures and interpreting them according to the 
letter, without any regard to their spirit and meaning, has been the cause 
of much misunderstanding and confusion, and the subject we are now re- 
viewing is a good example of this. How true are the words of Paul: “The 
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life” (2 Cor. iii: 6). We will now refer 
to some of the teachings of our Savior that explain the nature of the 
belief that He requires. In the “Sermon on the Mount” He asks the people, 
“Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke vi: 
46). On another occasion He declared, “He that believeth on me, the works 
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that I do shall he do aleo. 3 If ye love me keep my ommand- 
ments” (John xiv: 12 and 15). He likened him who heard His sayings, and 
did them, to a wise man who built his house upon a rock; and him who 
heard them, but did them not, He likened to a foolish man who built his 
house upon the sand (Matt. vii: 24—27). After His death and resurrec- 
tion He thus commanded His Apostles: “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost; Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you” (Matt. xxviii: 19, 20). 

His Apostles faithfully carried out these instructions. On the day of 
Pentecost, Peter said to the multitude who believed on Jesus, and as a 
proof of their belief asked what they should do, “ Repent and be baptized 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins” 
(Acts ii: 38); thus requiring them to add works to their faith. In the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews is given a review of the lives of some of the 
ancient servants of God, whose faith and works are alike commended, 
The second chapter of the Epistle of James is a powerful and eloquent 
appeal to the believer to show his faith by his works, declaring that, 
unless he does, his faith is dead and cannot save him. To those who 
depend upon belief alone, the Apostle mentions the fact that even the 
devils believe and tremble. ‘“ Ye see then” he says “how that by works a 
man is justified, and not by faith only.” John, the Revelator, in his vivid 
portrayal of the Judgment Day, says, “ And they were judged every man 
according to their works” (Rev. xx: 12). 

The 1 Wa reader who carefully compares the preceding quota- 
tions from Holy Writ with each other, cannot fail to be convinced of the 
important asi that the belief taught by our Savior and His Apostles i is 
a living faith that is inseparably connected with necessary works. It is a 
faith that not merely acknowledges Jesus as the Savior, but inspires us to 
do the things which He says, even to a compliance with the laws and ordi- 
nances of His Gospel. Anything less than this is only a profession without 
practice, a promise without performance, a barren tree that bears no fruit. 

There is a saying of the Apostle Paul that is so frequently quoted to 
prove that all works on our part are non-essential, that we will give it 
some notice. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God: Not of works, leak: any man should 
boast” (Eph. ii: 8,9). If Paul meant by this that works were not neces- 
sary, it would be a denial of the truth of the Scriptures we have quoted, 
and also a denial of the testimony of his own life, which, after his conver- 
sion, was devoted to the performance of works required of him by the 
Lord. That such was not his meaning is evident from the succeeding 
verse: For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” 
(Eph. ii: 10). That cannot be un-essential which God hath ordained. 
But it is true that to God's grace we finally owe our salvation. Eternal 
life is His gift, and He alone can give it. The faith we exercise, the works 
we do, could not effect our salvation without His grace. We are dependent 
upon Him for the faith we exercise, for it is His gift (Eph. ii: 8); and it 
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is to Him we owe our ability to do the works He requires, for we are His 
workmanship. Truly we have nothing to boast of. We have to labor for 
the bread that perisheth, but it is none the less His gift, and we acknowl- 
edge it when we pray to Him for our daily bread. There is nothing in 
Paul’s words to lessen in the least degree our obligation to do the works 
required of us in the Gospel. We can do nothing of ourselves, but through 
the atonement of our Savior, and our obedience to the laws and ordinances 
of the Gospel, we can prove ourselves worthy of our heavenly Father’s 
greatest gift—that of eternal life in His kingdom. G. O. 


A Mr. WLIAMsON, of Boston, has been spending some months among 
the Moquis Indians in an out of the way part of New Mexico, U.S.A. He 
tells an interesting story of a family of the tribe, which is perfectly 
white. He saw the Indians and asserts that there is no doubt as to their 
color. He also says they are, without doubt, pure Indians, but yet have 
none of the characteristics of Albinos, as seen in other places. The family 
is known far and wide among the Indians themselves, but as their place 
of residence is distant from the usual course of travel by white men, they 
are rarely seen by others than the race they belong to. The Indians look 
upon them as being something holier than the rest of the tribe, and hence 
do not talk about them to outsiders. Mr. Williamson states that the head 
man of the family says that there is a tradition among them that they 
originally came from the north and settled among the Moquis people, but 
that they have been there so long that they have lost all the characteristics 
of the northern tribe. The existence of occasional “white Indian” families, 
as in the experience of Mr. Williamson, is accounted for in the Book of 
Mormon, which gives the history of two distinct peoples who sprang from 
a common origin; one division was white and the other dark. In the war- 
struggles between them the whites were practically annihilated, in the 
beginning of the fifth century, A. D., the few who remained being absorbed 
by the tribes of their dark-skinned brethren. Through these few the 
Nephite blood has been perpetuated through the generatious which have 
come and gone, though now there remain a very few descendants of the 
“white and delightsome people” whose civilization is indicated by the 
magnificent architectural ruins and articles of ancient and skilled work- 
manship which are continually being brought to light in North America 
by archsologists and explorers. | 


Scorrish ConrErEnce Noricx.— The Scottish Conference will be held in 
Nelson’s Hall, 89 Ingram Street, Glasgow, on Sunday, August 7, 1892. 
Services commence at 10 a.m. and at 2 and 6:30 p.m. 


THE FAITH OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 447.] 
A GREAT change is about to come over this planet. It is about to prepare 
for the coming of Him whose right it is to reign. And as one of the signs 
preceding His advent, “this Gospel of the kingdom is being preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all nations before the end shall come.” 
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(Matt. xxiv: 14). I bear witness of it to-day. to this congregation. I 
know that it is true. I know that God has spoken again from the heavens, 
that He has set up His Church again upon the earth, that this Gospel 
which we have received is His. The truth of it is stamped upon my whole 
being, in every part of my organism. I know it in my mind and soul, I 
feel it in my body ; every part of me responds to the testimony that I 
know I have received from God. And this is the testimony of all the 
faithful Latter-day Saints. This is why we are willing to suffer all things, 
to endure all things, for the Gospel’s sake. As I read to you, “we have 
endured a great many things, and we hope to be able to endure all 
things.” We are getting along to the time when we can take joyfully the 
spoiling of our goods. It has been rather a hard thing to bear; but we 
are beginning to see the hand of God in it, and rejoice in it. 

Now, we believe we ought to have the privilege of publishing this 
Gospel. We do not wish to infringe upon the rights of others. We be- 
lieve that all people should have that freedom. That is part of our faith. 
Let me read to you a verse or two from the Book of Doctrine and Cove- 
nants. This book that I hold in my hand (the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants) we read as we do the Book of Mormon, and as we do the 
Bible. We believe that the things written in this book have come from 
God, for the benefit of mankind. But we do not believe that we ought to 
try to force these things upon anybody : | 

We believe that religion is instituted of God, and that men are amen- 
able to Him, and to Him only, for the exercise of it, unless their religious 
opinions prompt them to infringe upon the rights and liberties of others. 

t we do not believe that human law has a right to interfere in prescrib- 
ing rules of worship to bind the consciences of men, nor dictate forms for 
public or private devotion; that the civil magistrate should restrain 
crime, but never control conscience ; punish guilt, but never suppress the 


freedom of the soul. | 

We believe that all religious societies have a right to deal with their 
members for disorderly conduct, according to the rules and regulations of 
such societies, provided that such dealings be for fellowship and good 
standing. But we do not believe that any religious society has authority 
to try men on the right of property or life, to take from them this world's 


anny — to put them in jeopardy of either life or limb, neither to inflict 
any physical punishment upon them. They can only excommunicate from 
their society, and withdraw from them their fellowship (Section cxxxiv: 


4, 10.) ‘ 
I read this that our friends present may have an idea of what we think 
we may do, and what we ought not to do; and to show that if those who 
belong to our Church transgress the rules of the Church, they can be dealt 
with for their fellowship, and for that only. We.do not believe that we 
have any right to deprive them of property. Wedo not believe that we 
have a right to punish them physically. We do not believe that we have 
a right to inflict any penalty upon them, except it be in relation to their 
fellowship. They can be suspended from fellowship, or they can be ex- 
communicated for transgression, and that is the end of our power in this 
Church concerning them. That is what we believe. That is what we 
practice. 

Now, then, while we claim the right to do all these things for ourselves, 


a 
4 
« 
. 
8 
i 


460 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


because in it we infringe upon the rights of no others, we also extend this 
privilege to everybody else. And we do not think it right for any govern- 
ment, or any society, or any institution, to interfere with that full free- 
dom and liberty which the Lord has given to His creatures. We believe 
that governments have a right to punish crime; we believe they have a 
right to say what is crime. We also believe in the rights of citizens to 
contest before the courts of their country every point of difference that 
they may have with the law-making power. But we believe that govern- 
ments, societies and institutions should not try to interfere with religious 
freedom. We believe in religious liberty in the fullest sense of the word ; 
not in license, not in breaking the laws of our country, not in doing that 
which is essentially evil, but only in doing that which is good. And as to 
the right of belief, we believe that is of itself free to everybody. Wedo 
not believe that governments can interfere with that if they try. So when 
the Constitution of the United States, in its first amendment, says : “Con- 
gress shall pass no law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro- 
hibiting the free exercise thereof,” We think it means just what it says; 
that it does not simply mean the right of people to believe what seems 
right to them. People talk about believing what they please. People can- 
not do that. They cannot believe what they please. I believe some things 
that don’t please me until I get to understand them aright. I disbelieve 
some things that would please me, only I find out that they are wrong. 
It is not what pleases me, or what suits me, but that which seems to be 
right in my eyes that I believe. It is true, we can close our eyes to the 
truth. We can shut up the windows of our souls, as we do sometimes the 
windows in our houses, and pull down the blinds to shut out the glorious 
sunlight, for fear of spoiling the carpets ; but if we let the sunlight in— 
let the light of the sun of righteousness penetrate our souls—we can see 
and understand that which is true and that which is right. It is by 
closing our eyes, by loving darkness rather than light, that we bring our- 
selves under condemnation. 

But as a rule people believe that which seems right to them. We accord 
that right to everybody. We are struggling for that ourselves. And in 
all that we have done to battle for the rights of freedom in religion, we 
have had as much in view the rights of our friends who are not of our 
faith as our own rights. I can say this conscientiously for the leaders of 
the Latter-day Saints. I am acquainted with them. I know their opinions 
and views in regard to this matter. Our desire is that all men should be 
free. Liberty should prevail everywhere. There is no bondage in this 
Church. There is no oppresion in this Church. People are not here, and 
are not kept here, by the power of man. They are here, as I have told 
you, because they have received the truth, and the truth has set them free. 
They have turned their backs on their native lands, they have left the 
graves of their fathers, they have forsaken their relatives and their 
kindred in distant countries, and have come up here, as the Prophet 
Micah saw they would in the last days, into the tops of the mountains, 
where the house of the Lord is being reared in the latter . that ran 
might learn of Him: 
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But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house 
of the Lord shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall 
be exalted above the — and people shall flow unto it. 

And many nations shal] come, and say, Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of Jacob ; ‘and He will 
teach us of His ways, ‘and we will walk in His ths ; for the law shall go 
forth of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 

They have come here in that spirit, and they are exercising freedom of 
conscience as far as they are permitted todo so. And they do not think 
any power has a right to infringe upon their property any more than they 
have a right to interfere with and invade the property of others. In our 
efforts to maintain our religious rights and privileges, we are also battling 
for the rights of others ; and we are just as anxious for the rights of our 
neighbours to worship as they see right, as for ourselves in the way that 
we see right. The line of demarcation between religious liberty and the 
law—for all things must be governed by law—is this: When any man or 
society or organization attempts to infringe upon the rights and liberties 
of others, then we believe that the secular law may step in and restrain 
them, so that there may be liberty for all, not favors for a few. Wedo 
not believe that it is right to establish a national church. We do not be- 
lieve it is the right of the church to dominate the state. We believe the 
two institutions are separate. At the same time we believe that a man’s 
conscience, regulated by his religion, ought to govern him in all the affairs 
of life, secular and religious. We do not believe it is right to do anything 
that is wrong. We believe that the Spirit of God should be with us in 
all that we do, to guide us in all our affairs; that we should carry the 
Spirit of God into the workshop, into the office, into the field, into the 
kitchen, into the dining-room, on the mountain top or in the valley, on 
land or on the sea, on the surface of the earth or down in its bowels; 
wherever we go we believe that the Holy Ghost should be in our hearts, to 
guide us and direct us in all that we do and say, that we may be sanctified 
unto God in our bodies and our spirits, which are His; and this spirit 
should affect us in every affair of life and inspire us in all our actions. At 
the same time the machinery of religion and the machinery of the state 
should be kept separate and apart, and it has been so in these valleys. 
I want to say this to correct ideas that have gone abroad concerning this 
matter. 

When we were a Territorial government, under the auspices of our 
leaders, we never established anything that would infringe upon the re- 
ligious rights of others. The religion of the Church and the machinery of 
the state were kept apart. They are so to-day. If Utah were one of the 
states of the Union, church and state would be separate and distinct, just 
as much as they areanywhere. While we believe that the men who stand 
at the head of our Church are inspired of God, called of God, appointed 
and ordained to minister to us for the Lord, we do not believe that they 
should occupy the place of the state, or that the religion that we hold 
should be established as a state religion. Freedom to all men, freedom to 
all sects, freedom to all parties, is our motto. Ais cals ot ‘cur um. 


Apostles has it, in s hymn that we have in our hymn book : 
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Freedom, peace, and full salvation 
Are the blessings guaranteed— 
Liberty to every nation, 
Every tongue and every creed! 

I bear testimony to you that I know this Church is the Church of Jesus 
Christ; that it has been built up by the power of God; that God Almighty 
has We led it; that Jesus Christ, His Son, has Waise Himself, and 
that this Churoh is His Church, because He has built it up, and He guides 
and directs and controls it, through His servants who stand at the head 
of the Church. They are but men. We do not worship any man. We do 
not worship Joseph Smith, as some people imagine ; but we look upon him 
as a very great Prophet, and we have reasons for this. We believe that 
God the Father and Jesus Christ, His Son, appeared to him, and opened to 
him this last dispensation—“ the dispensation of the fulness of times.” 
We believe that Peter, James and John came down and ordained him an 
Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, conferring upon him all the keys, 
authority and power which they held while they were in the flesh. We 
believe that that same authority and Priesthood are in the Church to- 
day. We believe that the man who stands at the head speaks for the 
Lord to the people. At the same time we believe in the right of every 
member of the Church to have the Holy Ghost and the light of God for 
himself or herself, that we may see eye to eye. 

We have been baptized into one spirit, into one body, and we see alike 
on the fundamental principles of our faith. Thank God, there is no divi- 
sion among us in regard to this. The prophecy of Isaiah is being ful- 
filled: “The watchmen are lifting up the voice ; with the voice together 
do they sing ; for they do see eye to eye, now the Lord is bringing again 
Zion.” We look upon Joseph Smith, who was the instrument in the hands 
of God of bringing in Zion, of opening this dispensation, of establishing 
this Church according to the ancient pattern, with Apostles, with 
Prophets, with Evangelists, with Pastors, with Teachers, and all the 
gifts, and helps, and graces and powers belonging to their ministry, as a 
great Prophet, because he has brought forth more truth, he has settled 
more difficulties in regard to doctrine, chased away more darkness, 
brought in more light, than any man that has lived upon the earth since 
the days of Moses, excepting Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Redeemer. 
But we do not worship Joseph Smith, nor any other man. We worship 
God, our Father in the heavens, in the name of Jesus Christ, under the i in- 
ne of the Holy Spirit. 

I bear my testimony to this congregation that Joseph Smith Was a 
Prophet of the living God, and that he was killed, not for his trans- 
gressions, not for his crimes, but because he had the testimony of Jesus 
and the authority of the holy Apostleship, and wicked men sought his 
blood as they shed the blood of the Prophets, and seers and martyrs of 
old. The same spirit that hung Christ upon the cross, that crucified Peter 
with his head down, that put John the Apostle into a cauldron of boiling 
oil, drove the Saints from the place where they were congregated, and put 
to death their Prophet and Patriarch. I bear my testimony before the 
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heavens and the earth that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of the living God, 
and that he sealed his testimony with his blood. 7 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 


A new pleasure steamer has been built to ply on the waters of Great Salt Lake. It is 
55 feet long, and has a 25-horse power engine. 


The Salt Lake Pressed Brick Company is now making pressed brick said to be equal in 
quality to any ever seen in the United States. 


A pair of elk horns measuring nine feet across the antlers are on exhibition in Salt 
Lake City. One hundred dollars has been offered for them. 

The valuation of property on which the railways operated in Utah pay taxes is fifteen 
million dollars. This does not include street railways in the cities. 

A combination is being effected between the Union Pacific and Rio Grande railway 
companies to control the coal tradein Salt Lake City, with the intention of greatly in- 
creasing the price of coal. 

The Brigham City Woollen Mills, after being idle for some years, are being started 
to work under a competent superintendent, and as they are situated in the heart of a 
great wool growing district it is believed the enterprise will prove a great success. 

James A. Melville and Alma Greenwood, of Fillmore, recently shipped 100 head of 
horses to St. Louis, Missouri, and traded them there for real estate, receiving a deed for 
the same. This deed proved to be a forgery ; and the swindlers who gave it and received 
the horses cannot be found. | 


Facts are coming to light that prove a very low standard of morals among the police 
officers of Salt Lake City, who owe their position to the patronage of the liberal or 
anti- Mormon” party, which has been controlling municipal affairs there for some 
time. The mayor has already discharged one officer, who was in some manner connected 
with a house of ill fame. 

At Pleasant Grove, on June 17, a young man named Guy Robison was going through 
some military evolutions with a shot gun, when the weapon was accidentally discharged, 
the load entering the breast of Miss Arsena Rogers, a daughter of Dr. Rogers, aged 
twenty-three years. She was instantly killed. The young man had been informed, when 
he took up the gun, that it was not loaded. 

Ex-judge Powers and his associate, F. J. Kiesel, who represented the extreme anti- 
**Mormon,” miscalled liberal, party in Utah, were denied recognition at the recent 
National Democratic Convention in Chicago; and Messrs. Caine and Henderson, who 
represented the Utah Democracy, comprised of Gentiles and ‘‘ Mormons” alike, without 
regard to religious differences, were allowed seats and votes in the Convention. This 
quietus on the liberal party has caused general satisfaction among all classes through- 
out the Territory, with the exception of a few rabid anti- Mormons,” who, for selfish 
purposes, desire to perpetuate the spirit of intolerance and hate. 

The Deseret News recently made the following judicious and timely comments upon 
partisan journalism: ‘‘ We have heretofore taken occasion to point out the unfair treat- 
ment accorded by some of the partisan journals of the Territory toward their political 
opponents. The excuse generally put forward in extenuation of this species of injustice 
is that ‘everything is fair in politics.’ Those who act upon such a contemptible motto 
are not likely to be straight in ether respects. Honest treatment is two-fold in its opera- 
tion—it is every man’s duty to accord it, and every man’s right to receive it. This 
should be recognized in politics as in every other department of affairs.” 
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